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BUI TUAN 


VIETNAM: DEMISE OF PRIVATE TRADE 


ANNCR? 
PRIVATE TRADE IS NOW A THING OT THE PAST IN SOUTH VIETNAM.... 


AS WE HEAR IN THIS BACKGROUND REPORT BY VOA'S BUI TUAN. 
VOICE; 

THE CRACKDOWN ON PRIVATE MERCHANTS IN SAIGON AND IN THE REST 
OF SOUTH VIETNAM CAME WITHOUT WARNING EARLIER THIS MONTH. IN 
THE MONTHS IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER IN SOUTH 
VIETNAM IN APRIL OF 1975, BANKS, THE LARGE DEPARTMENT STORES, 
HOTELS AND ABOUT TWO THOUSAND LARGE TRADE AND SERVICE COMPANIES 
WERE TAKEN OVER BY THE COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT. 8UT, AT THAT TIME, 
ASSURANCES WERE GIVEN THAT NATIONALIZATION OF PRIVATE TRADE 
WOULD NOT TAKE PLACE FOR MANY YEARS. 

HOWEVER, THOUSANDS OF TROOPS, POLICEMEN, POLITICAL CADRES AND 
ASSAULT YOUTHS COVERGED ON SAIGON, CORDONING OFF THE CENTRAL 
PART OF THE CITY. PRIVATE MERCHANTS WERE ORDERED TO SURRENDER 
THEIR SHOPS AND BUSINESSES AND VACATE THEIR PROPERTY. IN 
ADDITION, ALL THIRTEEN OPEN AIR MARKETS IN SAIGON WERE CLOSED, 
IN HANOI, THE OFFICIAL PARTY DAILY, NHAN DAN, SAID THE GOVERNMENT 
HAD TO SPEED UP THE TIMETABLE FOR THE ABOLITION OF WHAT IT CALLED 
"BOURGEOIS TRADE,"' BECAUSE SUCH TRADE WAS A GREAT OBSTACLE TO 
THE SOCIALIST ECONOMY. 

PRIVATE TRADEMEN WERE CHARGED WITH HAVING COMMITTED A LONG 
LIST OF CRIMES, IN THE WORDS OF THE VIETNAMESE PRESS, THEY HAD 
"RESORTED TO EVERY PERNICIOUS MEANS TO SIPHON OFF GOODS FROM 
STATE ENTERPRISES AND WAREHOUSES, TO STEAL NATIONAL ECONOMIC 
SECRETS IN ORDER TO UNDERMINE THE SOCIALIST ECONOMY, AND TO 
CORRUPT STATE CADRES AND PERSONNEL.” 
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ACCORDING TO RADIO SAIGON, ABOUT 30,000 SHOPS WERE AFFECTED 
BY THE CRACKDOWN. IT'S ESTIMATED THAT ABOUT TWO-THIRDS OF THE 
POPULATION OF SAIGON DEPEND ON TRADE AND SERVICE INDUSTRIES FOR 
A LIVING, VU DINH LIEU, CHAIRMAN OF THE SAIGON CITY COUNCIL, 
SAID THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO CLOSE THE OPEN AIR MARKETS BECAUSE 
THEY HAD BEEN HAUNTS OF HOODLUMS, THIEVES AND ROBBERS. 

NHAN DAN ADMITS THAT THE LATEST MOVE TO SOCIALIZE ALL 
COMMERCE IN SOUTH VIETNAM WILL CAUSE AT LEAST TEMPORARY SHORTAGES 
OF GOODS AS WELL AS OTHER ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. MEANWHILE, MANY OF 
THE PRIVATE TRADESMEN WHOSE PROPERTIES WERE CONFISCATED HAVE BEEN 
SENT TO SO-CALLED "NEW ECONOMIC ZONES" ALONG THE LAOTIAN BORDER 
AND IN THE MEKONG DELTA, WHERE, ACCORDING TO VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS, 
THEY WILL BE GIVEN LAND ON WHICH TO BUILD HOUSES AND BEGIN A NEW 
LIFE, 
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